
Welcome to Arkansas History

Chapter 04- A Land Called Arkansas



• Changes at Home and Abroad

– The United States of America had obtained its 

independence after the Revolutionary War.

– George Washington was elected as the first 

president of the United States.

• Offered a $25,000 salary

• Honorable person





• The French Revolution

– The people of France overthrew the French 

Monarchy the same year George Washington 

became president.

• Thousands killed

• King Louis XVI and Queen Marie Antoinette were 

beheaded.

• A French general named Napoleon became the 

nations dictator.

– A hero and tyrant (harsh ruler).

– Dreamed of expanding the French Empire.



• A Secret Treaty

– Forced Spain to sign a treaty giving Louisiana 

back to France. (Spain still governed the land)

– Thomas Jefferson was concerned with the 

French controlling the Louisiana Territory.

– Spain limited the rights of American traders.

– Jefferson tried to buy New Orleans – who 

ever controlled New Orleans would control the 

Mississippi River.



• The Louisiana Purchase

– Robert Livingston, U.S. Ambassador to 
France, was sent to buy New Orleans.

– Napoleon refused to sell New Orleans, hoping 
to expand the territory.

– James Monroe was sent to help negotiate.

– Slave revolt in the Caribbean left the French 
Army destroyed and the French government 
short of cash.

– The French Colony of Saint Dominique 
gained its freedom and is known today as 
Haiti.



• The Louisiana Purchase

– Napoleon was desperate for cash and was 

willing to sell the territory by the time Monroe 

arrived.

– Napoleon needed money to fight against 

England.

– Livingston and Monroe were authorized to 

offer $10 million for New Orleans.

– Taking advantage of the opportunity, they 

offered $15 million (three cents per acre) for 

more then 500 million acres of land.



• The Louisiana Purchase

– Jefferson cautiously supported the purchase.

– April 30, 1803 – Livingston and Monroe 

signed the Louisiana Purchase Treaty with 

France.

– The United States Senate ratified the treaty.

– The United States did not have the money to 

buy the land so they borrowed it from banks in 

England.

• Remember – Napoleon needed the money to fight 

England.







• Paving the Way

– The Louisiana Purchase was one of the most 

important events in the early history of the 

United States.

• Doubled the size of the United States.

• Room for an additional 15 states.



• Troubled in the Bubbles

– When Napoleon sold Louisiana, he changed 

world history.

• He was soaking in a bathtub when he decided to 

sell more then New Orleans but the entire territory.

• He no longer needed the colony and he needed 

the money.





• A New Era

– The people who lived in the territory were not 

sure how things would be under their new 

government.

– Many of the people were French Catholics 

and were unsure of how they would fit into the 

predominantly Protestant America.

– News did not arrive at the Arkansas Post for 

some time. 



• Three Flags in Three Weeks

– Three weeks after celebrating the transfer of 

power from the Spain to France, another 

ceremony celebrated the transfer from France 

to United States.

– C.C. Clairborne was named the first governor 

of the new territory.

– At the Arkansas Post, they held a simple 

ceremony, lowering the French Flag and 

raising the American Flag.



• A Land of New Ideals

– Gone were the days of 

• Mercantilism

• All powerful Monarchs

• Only one acceptable religion- Catholic

– New American ideas of

• Free enterprise

• Party politics

• Voting

• Jury duty

• Freedom of religion



• Exploring Frontier Lands

– After purchasing 500 million acres of land 

from Louisiana, Jefferson realized we did not 

know much about the territory.

• Explore the land

• Learn about the people

• Legendary Northwest Passage

– Jefferson asked his young secretary, 

Merriwether Lewis to lead the expedition.





• The Adventures of Lewis & Clark

– Merriwether Lewis

• Army Captain

• From Virginia

• Learned all he could about the new territory.

• Learned to draw maps and to read the stars.

• Asked an old army friend to help lead the 

expedition.

– William Clark 

• From Virginia

• Old army friend of Lewis

• Excited about the assignment



• The Corps of Discovery

– A group of strong men were needed for the 

trip.

• Good hunters

• Stout (strong)

• Healthy

• Unmarried

• Outdoorsmen who know the woods.

• Men who were tireless.



• The Corps of Discovery

– A group of strong men were needed for the 

trip.

• gunsmith

• carpenter

• cook

• woodsmen

• hunters

• 43 men in all, including York – a slave owned by 

William Clark.



• York

– William Clark’s African slave.

• York and Clark grew up together.

• About the same age

• We don’t know his full name

• One of the first African person to cross North 

America and one of the first ever seen by Native 

Americans.

• Eight islands named after York.

• Freed at least 10 years after the expedition

• Believed to have died of cholera in about 1832



Lewis



Clark



• The Corps of Discovery

– The Corp of Discovery set up camp across 

the river for St. Louis.

• Built a large keelboat

– Usually had one sail

– Could be rowed, sailed, polled, or towed.

– Needed 22 men to keep it moving (going upstream).



• The Adventure Begins

– Lewis and Clark set out in the spring of 1804

– Traveled west along the Missouri River

• Traveled about 15 – 20 miles per day.

– Encountered trappers and Indians

– Many of the Indians were peaceful, others not 

so peaceful.

– Wintered at a Mandan Indian village in North 

Dakota territory.



• The Adventure Begins

– The Mandans were already trading with 

Europeans.

– French Trapper named Toussaint 

Charbonneau, offered to be their translator.

• Married to a young Shoshoni girl named 

Sacagawea.

– She is going to be a great help on the trip.

– Gave birth to a son while on the trip.



Chronometer



• Maps of the Western Frontier

– Detail journals from all of the expeditions gave 

us information on the native groups, wildlife, 

and the land of the Louisiana Territory.

– The maps they created were very important.



Returning Home

– Arrived back in St. Louis in September 1806.

• Difficult and long journey

– Hunger

– Disease

– Exhaustion

– Extreme weather

– Swarming insects’

– Hostile Indians



• The Hunter Dunbar Expedition

– Jefferson sent another group to explore the 

southern part of the Louisiana Territory.

– William Dunbar was from Scotland

• Well known scientist

• Inventor

• Plantation owner

• Naturalist

– Collected minerals, fossils, and plants…

– Skilled surveyor and astronomer



• The Hunter Dunbar Expedition

– Dunbar was asked to lead the expedition

– Another Scotsman, George Hunter helped to 

lead the expedition

– The Grand Expedition

• Along the Red and Arkansas Rivers

• Troubles with the Osage warring with other Indians

• Explored the Ouachita River

• Left from Natchez, Mississippi River



• Keeping Record

– Dunbar and Hunter kept detailed records.

• Buffalo

• Bears

• Landscape 

• Beauty

• Weather

• temperature



• The Hot Springs

– One of the more unusual natural resources of 

the area was called “hot springs of the 

Washita” – today’s Hot Springs.

Hunter and Dunbar camped at the Hot Springs 

for over a month.





• Freeman and Custis Expedition

– After the Dunbar and Hunter Expedition, 

Jefferson sent Thomas Freeman and Peter 

Custis to find the source of the Red River.

– William Dunbar helped plan the expedition.

– Warned of problems with the Spanish.

– Collected plant and animal specimen.

– Slowed down by a 100 mile log jam.

– Forced to stop and turned around by Spanish 

soldiers.

– Good look at Southern Arkansas.



• More American Explorers

– Zebulon Pike

• Explored much of the Arkansas River

– Henry Rowe Schoolcraft

• Spent three months exploring southern Missouri 

and northern Arkansas.

– First accounts of life in the Ozarks.

» Thick forest

» Trading with the Osage



Zebulon Pike



Henry Rowe Schoolcraft



• More American Explorers

– Thomas Nuttall

• Hoped to find and study new plant species

– Explored the Arkansas River Valley and the Red River 

region.

– Described the region as a “wilderness of trees.”

• Visited

– Arkansas Post

– Cadron

– Ft. Smith



• Frontier Arkansas

– Others who traveled Arkansas used many of 

the rivers and waterways to travel.

• Stumped

– Have you ever been stumped by a problem?  

Ever wondered where the expression came 

from?

• As people cut down trees to build houses, farms, 

roads, etc…  they couldn’t remove the tree stumps.  

Over time, the ruts in the road left the stumps 

sticking up enough to stop wagons.  The were 

“stumped.”



• Building Log Homes

– Clearing the land was a difficult task.

– Some trees as thick as six feet.

– Enough trees were cut down and the logs 

were split to build “log cabins.”

– “Chinking” – thick mud or clay used to fill the 

cracks between the logs.





• The New Madrid Earthquake

– Winter of 1811 a severe earthquake rocked 

present day Missouri and Arkansas.

• Homes and towns destroyed

• Sink holes formed

• Mississippi River changed course (said to have 

flowed backwards).

• Felt as far away as the east coast.

• After shocks continued for weeks and would have 

registered about 8.0 or higher on today’s Richter 

Scale.



• The War of 1812

– The United States and Britain had a difficult 

relationship since the Revolutionary War.

– British Ships attacked American ships and 

forced sailors to serve in the British Navy.  

• Impress – forced to serve in the military.

– Encouraged Indians to attack settlers.

– The United States tried to find a peaceful 

solution.

– Declared war in June of 1812.



• The War of 1812

– The Untied States burned the British city of 

York (Toronto).

– The British captured and burned Washington 

D.C., including the “White House.”

– The British tried to block trade coming out of 

New Orleans.

– Andrew Jackson – “Old Hickory” was sent to 

protect New Orleans.





• The Star-Spangled Banner

– Francis Scott Key

• British ships were attacking Fort McHenry.

• After a long night of bombing, Key saw the 

American flag still flying over the fort and wrote a 

poem which is our national anthem today.

• The song is from an old British tune.



• The Treaty of Ghent

– The Treaty of Ghent was signed before the 

Battle of New Orleans ending the war.

– Andrew Jackson and the British in New 

Orleans did not know about at the time of the 

battle.

– The war had brought the American people 

together and combined with a strong and 

growing economy, the nation had a renewed 

feeling of pride.



• Laying Out Townships

– Following the War of 1812, surveyors began 

to lay out the new lands into townships.

– Arkansas was divided into 60 townships, each 

about six square miles.

– Each township is divided into 36 one mile 

squares.

– Each section was divided into 640 acres…

– Much of the United States is laid out using this 

system created by Thomas Jefferson.





• Settling the Frontier

– To encourage settlers, the government is 

going to give away “free land.”

– Veterans of the War of 1812 were given 160 

acre plots using a lottery system.

– Much of the land located between the St. 

Francis River and the Arkansas River was 

given away but was un-inhabitable because of 

damage from the earthquake which had left 

much of the land swampy.



• Settling the Frontier

– Many filed law suits against the government, 

while others traded their land.

– Benjamin Crowley settled near Paragould 

Arkansas and became an important 

community leader.

– The family plantation is now “Crowley’s Ridge 

State Park.



• Hunting for Food

– Many of the settlers are going to survive 

hunting in the new territory.

• Buffalo

• Beaver

• Wild turkey

• Deer

• Elk

• Bear

– Trading with local Indians



• Religious Awakening

– Circuit Riders – preachers who traveled 

around spreading Protestant Christianity.

• Camp Meetings

• Methodist Circuit Riders were some of the first to 

come to Arkansas.

• People would travel hours to visit the camp 

meetings.

• “The Great Revival”



• Arkansas’s Indian Lands

– Osage Indians were forced to give up 

thousands of acres of land north of the 

Arkansas River set aside for other Indian 

tribes immigrating into the area.

– Cherokee Indians were forced to move from 

their  homelands in the east to Arkansas.

– To keep peace between the tribes, the federal 

government established a fort in western 

Arkansas.  The post was called Ft. Smith.



• Disappearing Quapaw Lands

– As Americans moved west, even the Quapaw 
began to lose lands that they had lived on for 
centuries.

– The Treaty of 1818 reduced the Quapaw 
lands from 32 million acres to less then 2 
million acres.

– Many of the settlers were up set that these 
“Savages” were allowed to keep some of their 
land.

– Not wanting to deal with the Indians, the 
remaining Quapaw were moved to Indian 
Territory.



• Arkansas Cherokee

– More than any other tribe, the Cherokee tried 

to adopt American ways.

– They plowed, planted and harvested crops.

– Their homes, clothes, and daily life were 

much like those of other settlers.



• The Dwight Mission

– Education was also apart of Cherokee life.

– With the help of white missionaries, they 

opened the first mission and school in Pope 

County called the Dwight Mission.

• Ran like a small frontier town.

• It had a post office, library, drug store, horse 

stable, kitchen, dinning hall, and more…

– Students learned arithmetic, reading, sewing, 

cooking, carpentry, and farming.

– Everyone received religious training.



• The Dwight Mission

– One important teacher at the Dwight Mission 

was a Cherokee man named Sequoyah.

(more on him Monday)

• He taught the students to read and write in their 

own language using an alphabet system he had 

created.

Turn to page 86 and read more about Sequoyah.



• Becoming a Territory

– Arkansas was originally apart of the Louisiana 

Territory.

– When Louisiana became a state, Arkansas 

was a part of the Missouri Territory.

– When Missouri becomes a state, they do not 

want the lands that will become Arkansas.

– The people of Arkansas wanted to become 

their own territory.  Their petition will set off 

one of the biggest debates in American 

history. 





• Balancing Slave and Free

– When Missouri and Arkansas send their 

petitions to Congress, it set off a fierce debate 

on the issue of slavery.

– Many in Congress wanted to keep slavery out 

of the western lands.

– Southern states wanted to allow slavery to 

spread west.  Northern states were opposed 

to allowing slavery out west.

– Prior to the petitions, there were 11 free 

states and 11 slave states.



• Balancing Slave and Free

– Congress wanted to maintain this fragile 

balance.

– Missouri’s request would upset this balance.

– As congress debated the issue, the northern 

territory of Maine decided to petition for 

statehood.

– Maine would be a free state, Missouri would 

be a slave state.



• The Missouri Compromise

– Henry Clay of Kentucky helped establish the 

Missouri Compromise line along the northern 

Arkansas border.

– Missouri would be the last state north of the 

line to allow slavery.  All other states admitted 

north of the line would be free states.

– The Missouri Comprise also called for the 

balance of power between slave and free 

states be maintained as new states are 

added.





End of Slide Show


